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Only ten months after Congress named him interim president, Fabian Alarcon faces trial on
corruption charges. The accusations against the president are only one facet of an intense power
struggle among the three branches of government. The struggle has deepened the political crisis
in the administration even as it attempts to return internal stability and restore credibility abroad.
Meanwhile, amid the charges and countercharges, the government is moving forward with
preparations for a Constitutional Assembly in December.
On Sept. 21, Supreme Court president Carlos Solorzano agreed to hear the case against Alarcon
based on charges by the Movimiento Popular Democratico (MPD). The MPD alleges that Alarcon
was responsible for a US$50 million overcharge in the construction of a potable-water system in
the resort of Santa Elena. In addition, former deputy Cecilia Calderon de Castro has charged the
president with nepotism and padding the congressional payroll when he was president of Congress.
Calderon says hundreds of "pipones" (people collecting salaries for nonexistent jobs) were put
under contract, although many lacked even a primary education. The cost of these "pipones"
exceeded US$50 million, according to Calderon. Some deputies, including Santiago Bucaram,
brother of the former president, had as many as 80 aides.
The anti-corruption commission has asked Congress to provide documentation regarding duties,
salaries, and length of service for 1,119 advisors and employees. President says Solorzano has
political motives The CSJ decision requires the president to respond in person or in writing within
ten days to the charges against him. Alarcon maintains he is innocent and said the "regrettable
ruling" issued by Solorzano was politically motivated. He thanked his Cabinet for its loyalty and for
rejecting "the degradation of justice symbolized by Solorzano's actions."
Analysts say Solorzano's decision was motivated, at least in part, by Congress firing him and all
other Supreme Court judges to "depoliticize the justice system." Interior Minister Cesar Verduga
called the situation in Ecuador a "mini-crisis," adding that "we are living an institutional change
that, although it is not violent, is shaking the structures of life in the country." Alarcon lamented
that his image had been damaged by the corruption charges against him. "It is painful to see how an
international image cultivated with so much effort can be destroyed so easily by hate and political
antagonism at any given moment," said Alarcon.
On Oct. 4, Attorney General Roberto Gomez said he would file a legal challenge to the court's
action, citing Solorzano's incompetence to try the case. "With a mere accusation, without any
investigation, without any evidence, charges can be brought against a person- -in this case the
president," said Gomez. "This is unprecedented." Congress replaces Supreme Court judges
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Meanwhile, in a related controversy, Congress approved 31 new Supreme Court judges to
replace those it dismissed in July (see NotiSur, 07/18/97). The deputies acted less than 48 hours
after Solorzano agreed to hear the case against Alarcon. Members of the committee charged
with selecting the candidates for the judgeships charged Congress did not observe the proper
procedures. Moeller defended the selection, however, saying it was "transparent and unanimous,
and no constitutional norms were violated." Moeller said Congress had acted to name a court made
up of judges "not identified with political parties."

Congress authorizes Constitutional Assembly election
Meanwhile, on Sept. 10, Congress authorized the electoral tribunal (Tribunal Supremo Electoral,
TSE) to call elections to choose 70 delegates for a national assembly to reform the Constitution. The
elections are scheduled for Nov. 16, with the assembly set to begin Dec. 5. In May, voters approved a
referendum calling for a Constitutional Assembly for 1998, but pressure from civic groups forced the
executive to move the date forward (see NotiSur, 05/30/97 and 08/15/97).
Alarcon said he decided to move up the date "after an intense dialogue with a wide sector of
civil society and the political parties." "The attitude of the president was to back away from his
commitment to restore constitutional order in the country and instead leave the job for the next
government," said Ivan Narvaez, leader of the Coordinadora de Movimientos Sociales, an umbrella
group that includes 300 civic organizations. The assembly will have the authority to reform certain
aspects of the Constitution, but its power will not be absolute and any decisions will require
presidential ratification.
Deposed president Abdala Bucaram said in Panama in mid- September that he intends to run as a
candidate for the assembly for his Partido Roldosista Ecuatoriano (PRE) in the province of Guayas.
"Bucaram intends to return to Ecuador in November to participate in the Constitutional Assembly
(elections)," said Bucaram's spokesman Ricardo Bustamante. Congress president Heinz Moeller said
Bucaram against whom there are outstanding warrants on corruption charges would be arrested if
he returned to Ecuador (see NotiSur, 03/14/97 and 05/09/97). [Sources: Inter Press Service, 08/21/97,
09/17/97; Notimex, 09/30/97; El Nuevo Herald, 08/26/97, 10/01/97; Clarin (Argentina), 10/02/97;
Spanish news service EFE, 09/30/97, 10/03/97; Reuter, 09/09/97, 09/10/97, 09/15/97, 09/16/97, 09/21/97,
10/01/97, 10/04/97]
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